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Council  Offices, 

Cleator, 

yth  October,  1940. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 

Ennerdale  Rural  District  Council. 


Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen: 

I beg  to  present  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1939. 

This  report  is  much  later  than  usual  in  making  its 
appearance  owing  to  the  inability  of  the  Registrar  General, 
because  of  the  present  situation,  to  supply  at  the  usual  time  the 
figures  relating  to  population,  etc.  which  are  required  for  the 
compilation  of  the  statistical  portion. 

Owing  to  present  conditions,  too,  the  report  has  been  kept 
as  brief  as  possible  and  has  been  confined  chiefly  to  the 
information  actually  required  by  the  Ministr}^  of  Health. 

The  state  of  employment  in  the  District  showed  consider- 
able improvement  during  the  year,  which  closed  with  the 
promise  of  still  better  conditions  to  come  from  that  point  of 
view,  not  so  much  perhaps  from  the  improvement  of  industry 
actually  in  the  District  as  from  the  demand  for  labour  in  con- 
nection with  schemes  in  the  neighbourhood. 

There  is  very  little  to  note  in  regard  to  the  general 
statistics  relating  to  the  area  which  are  very  similar  to  those 
of  the  previous  year,  and  are  dealt  with  in  detail  in  the  text 
of  the  report. 

The  District  again  remained  comparatively  free  from 
notifiable  epidemic  disease.  Apart  from  Scarlet  Fever, 
which,  however,  showed  a decrease,  and  an  epidemic  of 
Measles  in  the  last  part  of  the  year,  there  was  very  little  disease 
of  an  infectious  nature  throughout  the  year. 
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Efforts  were  being  made  in  the  early  part  of  the  year  to 
push  on  with  the  clearance  of  unht  property  and  with  re-hous- 
ing schemes,  which  unfortunately  have  lagged  so  grievously 
in  the  District,  and  in  May  a public  enquiry  was  held  regarding 
thirty-two  more  areas  which  had  been  made  the  subject  of 
Clearance  Orders.  Owing  to  the  outbreak  of  war  the  decision 
regarding  these  was  withheld,  and  now  most  of  this  work  has 
necessarily  had  to  be  abandoned. 

My  thanks  are  again  due  to  Mr.  Brown  and  the  members 
of  the  Sanitary  Staff  for  their  loyal  support  and  assistance,  to 
the  Officials  of  other  departments  for  their  willing  help  and 
co-operation  in  every  way,  and  to  the  Chairman  and 
Members  of  the  Health  and  Housing  Committee  for  their  con- 
tinued support  and  consideration. 

I am, 

Mr.  Chairman,  Ladies  and  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  Servant, 

J.  W.  INNES, 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 
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ENNERDALE  RURAL  DISTRICT. 


A.  1. — General  Statistics. 

Area  of  the  Rural  District  of  Ennerdale  in  acres  88»730 
Population  (estimated  mid-year,  1939)  ...  ...  26,160 

Number  of  Inhabited  Houses  (end  of  1939  according 

to  Rate  Books)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  7^138 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  £95,138 

Sum  represented  by  a Penny  Rate  ...  ...  ...  £396 

II. — Social  Conditions  of  the  Area. 

As  mentioned  in  previous  reports,  the  industrial  situation 
in  the  area  has  been  in  a very  bad  state  for  a number  of  years. 

The  chief  industry  is  Iron  Ore  mining,  but  most  of  the 
mines  have  been  at  a complete  standstill  for  years  with  the 
result  that  unemployment  has  been  general  throughout  the 
district,  especially  in  the  Frizington  and  Cleator  Moor  districts. 

The  Cleator  Moor  Labour  Exchange  covers  the  major 
portion  of  the  district  with  the  exception  of  Lowca,  Distington, 
Moresby,  Parton,  and  St.  Bees,  and  I am  indebted  to  the 
Manager  of  that  Exchange  for  the  following  information : — 

“ The  average  insured  population  for  1939  was  5,296. 

The  insured  population  for  this  Exchange  area  is  5,296 
and  of  this  number  there  were  1,779  unemployed.  There  was 
a gradual  decrease  in  unemployment  throughout  the  year 
which  commenced  with  a figure  of  2,131.  Apart  from  the 
engagement  of  female  labour  by  the  Cleator  Mills  employers 
there  has  been  little  opportunity  for  others  to  secure  employ- 
ment in  this  area.  There  were,  however,  definite  prospects 
at  the  end  of  the  year  and  it  is  hoped  to  alleviate  the  position 
so  far  as  unskilled  labourers  are  concerned  by  securing  work 
for  them  on  the  large  Government  contract  which  has  recently 
commenced  in  the  district.  It  may  be  of  interest  to  point  out 
that  1939  showed  the  lowest  unemplo3/ment  for  the  past  five 
years  and,  unless  unforeseen  circumstances  occur,  1940 
promises  to  improve  very  much  upon  the  previous  figures. 
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It  is  unfortunate  that  because  of  the  war  the  voluntary 
physical  training  classes  have  had  to  be  discontinued  for  the 
time  being.  It  was  found  that  the  men  attending  had  derived 
considerable  benefit  and  kept  very  fit  under  the  tuition  of  a 
qualified  gymnasium  Instructor." 


III. — Extracts  from  Vital  Statistics  for  the  Year. 


BIRTHS:  — 

Male.  Female. 

Total. 

Live  Births — Legitimate 

235 

190 

425 

Illegitimate 

10 

15 

25 

Total 

245 

205 

450 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population. 

17.2 

Still  Births — Legitimate 

II 

8 

19 

Illegitimate 

— • 

I 

I 

Total 

II 

9 

20 

Rate  per  i,ooo  total  births  42.3. 


DEATHS:— 

Total  Deaths  (all  causes)  ...  193  167  360 

Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population,  13,6 


Adjusted  ,,  ,,  ,, 

} y 

14-3 

Deaths  from  Puerperal  Causes. 

Rate  per  1,000 

Deaths. 

{Live  and  Still)  Births 

Lrom  Sepsis 

nil 

nil 

,,  Other  Causes 

I 

2. II 

Total 

I 

2. II 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age. 

All  infants  per  1,000  live  births  ...  ...  ...  64 

Legitimate  Infants  per  1,000  legitimate  live  births  68 

Illegitimate  Infants  per  1,000  illegitimate  live  births  nil 

Deaths  from  Cancer  (all  ages)  ...  ...  36 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages) nil 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough"  (all  ages)  7 
Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age)  nil 
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Population. 

The  Registrar  General’s  estimate  of  resident  population 
in  the  District  at  the  middle  of  1939  was  26,160,  a reduction 
of  210  compared  with  the  estimate  for  the  middle  of  1938. 

As  the  natural  increase,  i.e.,  the  excess  of  births  over 
deaths  was  90,  this  means  that  it  has  been  estimated  that  300 
people  must  have  left  the  district  during  the  year.  Since  the 
district  was  constituted  in  1934,  the  population,  according  to 
the  Registrar  General’s  estimate,  has  dropped  by  2,195. 


Births. 

Birth  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  ...  17.2 

,,  ,,  England  and  Wales  ...  ...  15.0 

,,  ,,  Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  15.3 

,,  ,,  Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  16.6 

,,  ,,  County  of  Cumberland  ...  15.9 

The  number  of  births  registered  during  the  year  was  450 — 
245  males  and  205  females — of  whom  25 — 10  males  and  15 
females — were  illegitimate.  The  Birth  Rate  was  17.2  per 
1,000  of  population,  a figure  which  is  1.5  higher  than  last  year 
and  2.2  higher  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales. 


Deaths. 


Crude  Death  Rate  per  1,000  of  population  ...  13.6 

Adjusted  ,,  ,,  ,,  ,,  ...  14.3 


Death  rate — England  and  Wales  ... 
,,  ,,  Rural  Districts  of  Cum- 

berland 

, , , , Urban  Districts  of  Cum- 

berland 

,,  ,,  County  of  Cumberland 


Crude  Adjusted 

12. 1 

— 

13.2 

12.0 

137 

13.8 

134 

12.9 

The  nett  deaths  for  the  District  after  making  adjustments 
for  inward  and  outward  transfers,  i.e.,  after  adding  the  number 
of  residents  who  died  outside  the  District  but  were  normally 
resident  in  the  District,  and  deducting  those  who  died  in  the 

District  but  were  normally  resident  outside,  numbered  360 

193  male  and  167  female — a decrease  of  5 compared  with  the 
number  for  the  previous  year. 

This  gives  a crude  Death  Rate  of  13.6  as  compared  with 
13.8  for  the  previous  year. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Diseases  of  the  Heart  and 
Circulatory  System  146,  Cancer  36,  Pneumonia,  Bronchitis, 
etc.,  36,  and  Tuberculosis  33. 
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The  following  two  Tables  show  the  age  at  death  of  all  cases 
and  the  causes  of  death. 
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CAUSES  OF  DEATH  DURING  THE  YEAR  1939. 


Causes  of  Death. 

Males. 

Females. 

i\.ll  C3>\1S0S  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

193 

167 

Typhoid  and  Paratyphoid  Fevers  ... 

Measles  

— 

— 

Scarlet  Fever  

— 

— 

Whooping  Cough  

3 

4 

Diphtheria 

— 

— 

Influenza  

2 

3 

Encephalitis  Lethargica  

— 

— 

Cerebro-Spinal  Fever  



— 

Tuberculosis  of  Kespiratory  System 

14 

13 

Other  Tuberculous  Disease  

4 

2 

Syphilis  

— 

General  Paralysis  of  the  Insane, 
Tabes  Dorsalis  

Cancer,  malignant  disease  

16 

20 

Diabetes  

— — 

6 

Cerebral  Haemorrhage,  &c 

11 

13 

Heart  Disease  

45 

34 

Aneurysm  

— 

Other  Circulatory  Diseases  

19 

24 

Bronchitis  

11 

3 

Pneumonia  (all  forms) 

10 

9 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  

3 

— 

Peptic  Ulcer  

1 

2 

Diarrhoea  (under  2 years)  

— 

— 

Diarrhoea  (2  years  and  over) 

— 

1 

Appendicitis  

2 

Cirrhosis  of  Liver  



— . 

Other  Diseases  of  Liver,  &c 

- ■ 

1 

Other  Digestive  Diseases  

2 

2 

Acute  and  Chronic  Nephritis 

3 

2 

Puerperal  Sepsis 

- 



Other  Puerperal  Causes  

- 

1 

Congenital  Debility,  Premature 

Birth,  Malformations,  &c. 

8 

10 

Senility  

13 

5 

Suicide  

1 



Other  Violence  

11 

2 

Other  Deflned  Diseases 

12 

8 

Causes  ill-defined  or  unknown 

2 

2 

10 


Infantile  Mortality. 

Death  Rate  of  Infants  under  one  year  of  age  per  i,ooo 
live  births : — 


Legitimate,  68.  Illegitimate,  nil. 

England  and  Wales 
Rural  Districts  of  Cumberland  ... 
Urban  Districts  of  Cumberland  ... 
County  of  Cumberland 


Total,  64 

50 

55 

56 
56 


The  deaths  of  children  under  one  year  of  age  numbered 
29 — 16  male  and  13  female.  This  gives  an  Infantile  Mortality 
Rate  of  64,  a figure  which  is  3 worse  than  for  1938  and  eight 
more  than  for  the  County  as  a whole,  and  14  more  than  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales. 

The  chief  causes  of  death  were  Prematurity  and  Congenital 
Defects  which  together  accounted  for  18  deaths,  and 
Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia  which  together  accounted  for  5. 
Fourteen  deaths — practically  half — took  place  within  the  neo- 
natal period,  i.e.,  within  one  month  of  birth.  The  mortality 
rate  for  male  children  was  65  and  for  female  children  63. 
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INFANTILE  DEATHS  SHOWN  BY  AGES  AND  CAUSE  OF  DEATH. 


The  causes  and  age  at  death  are  shown  in  the  accompany- 
ing Table : — 
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CAUSE  OF  DEATPI. 

Premature  Birth  

Congenital  Malformation  and  Debility 

i 

i 

Whooping  Cough  

Bronchitis  and  Pneumonia 

Convulsions  ...  
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BIRTHS,  INFANTILE  DEATHS,  AND  MORTALITY 

BY  PARISHES. 


Infantile 


Arlecdon  and  Frizington 

Registered 

Births. 

82 

Infantile 

Deaths. 

6 

Mortality 

Rate. 

73 

Cleator  Moor 

H 

H 

II 

96 

Distington 

22 

— 

— 

Egremont 

...  90 

3 

33 

Ennerdale  and  Kinniside 

4 

— 

— 

Gosforth 

7 

I 

143 

Haile 

4 

— 

— 

Lamplugh 

10 

— 

— 

Lowca 

...  14 

3 

214 

Lowside  Quarter 

I 

— 

— 

Moresby 

18 

I 

56 

Netherwasdale 

I 

— 

— 

Parton  

20 

3 

150 

Ponsonby 

I 

— 

— 

Rottington  

2 

— 

— 

St.  Bees 

9 

— 

— 

St.  Bridgets  

...  17 

— 

— 

St.  Johns  

...  13 

— 

— 

Weddicar 

9 

I 

Ill 

Registered  outside  District 

12 

— 

— 

Total  ...  450 

29 

64 

13 

B. — General  Provision  of  Health  Services  in  the  Area. 

I.  — Public  Health  Officers. 

A list  of  these  is  given  at  the  beginning  of  the  report. 

One  Sanitary  Inspector  was  appointed  to  the  vacancy  that 
remained  unfilled  at  the  end  of  1938  and  took  up  duty  on  the 
1st  June. 

II.  — General  Health  Services. 

The  general  provision  of  health  services  was  detailed  in  a 
recent  report  and  there  are  no  changes  to  report  in  these 
arrangements.  Only  one  or  two  comments  are  therefore 
necessary  in  this  connection. 

Hospitals. 

(1)  General.  The  position  as  regards  general  hospital 
accommodation  remains  as  stated  in  previous  reports  and  the 
building  of  a new  hospital  has  not  commenced. 

(2)  Fever.  The  position  is  as  stated  in  former  reports, 
cases  from  Ennerdale  Rural  District  and  from  Whitehaven 
Borough  being  admitted  to  Galemire  Hospital,  owned  by  the 
District  Council,  the  maintenance  costs  being  equally  shared 
between  the  two  authorities. 

The  scheme  for  the  formation  of  a Joint  Hospital  Board 
for  the  Authorities  in  West  Cumberland  as  detailed  in  last 
3/ear’s  report  had  not  come  into  operation  at  the  close  of  the 
year. 

Laboratory  Facilities. 

The  provisions  for  the  examination  of  Laboratory 
specimens  remained  as  detailed  in  last  year’s  report.  During 
the  year  practitioners  in  the  area  sent  85  specimens  for  examin- 
ation at  a cost  of  £ii  i8s.  6d.  The  specimens  examined  were 


as  follows:  — 

Disease  suspected. 

Positive. 

Negative. 

Total. 

Tuberculosis 

9 

29 

38 

Diphtheria 

12 

34 

46 

Others 

I 



I 
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C. — Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area. 

Water  Supply. 

Excluding  certain  isolated  houses  and  farms  the  greater 
part  of  the  District  is  supplied  with  water  by  gravitation  from 
springs  and  moorland  gathering  grounds  on  the  mountain 
range  which  roughly  forms  the  eastern  boundary. 

The  rainfall  during  1939  as  recorded  at  Gillerthwaite  (O. 
D.  440)  in  the  Parish  of  Ennerdale  and  Kinniside  by  Mr. 
Hough  Watson,  of  Braystones  was:  — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

9.17  12.05  7.05  5.10  1. 00  7.75  12.70  3.65  4.20  2.90  13.65  4.80 

giving  a total  of  84.12  inches  for  the  year  with  a 
monthly  average  of  7.01  inches.  The  total  for  1938  was 
114.67  inches  and  the  average  over  five  years  88.40  inches. 

The  rainfall  during  1939  as  recorded  at  Braystones  (O.  D. 
36)  by  Mr.  Watson  was : — 

Jan.  Feb.  Mar.  Apr.  May  June  July  Aug.  Sept.  Oct.  Nov.  Dec. 

4.38  4.06  3.43  2.19  0.32  3.38  6.74  2.13  2.07  1. 51  4.13  2.05 

giving  a total  of  36.39  inches  for  the  year  and  a monthly 
average  of  3.03  inches.  The  total  for  1938  was  52.81  inches 
and  the  average  yearly  rainfall  over  76  years  is  38.00  inches. 

There  are  eight  water  undertakings,  seven  under  the  direct 
control  of  the  Council  and  one  administered  by  the  Harrington 
and  Distington  Joint  Water  Committee  appointed  by  the 
Workington  Borough  Council  and  the  Rural  Council.  In 
addition  a supply  is  afforded  to  the  parishes  of  Weddicar  and 
Parton  from  the  Whitehaven  Corporation's  water  undertaking 
from  Ennerdale  Lake. 

There  are  also  two  small  privately  owned  piped  supplies 
(i)  in  the  Parish  of  Cleator  Moor  supplying  70  properties  at 
Cleator  and  (2)  in  the  Parish  of  Moresby  supplying  170  pro- 
perties at  Moresby  Parks. 

Following  the  constitution  of  the  Rural  District  in  1934, 
it  became  evident  that  a review  of  the  undertakings  was  neces- 
sary and  this  is  proceeding.  The  undertakings  were  designed 
to  meet  requirements  of  a parish  or  parishes.  Apart  from 
other  considerations,  co-ordination  of  the  various  supplies 
presents  some  difficulty  in  an  area  of  supply  which  varies  in 
level  from  50  feet  O.  D.  to  650  feet  O.  D. 

The  following  particulars  give  the  details  of  the  Council's 
undertakings,  the  outstanding  defects,  the  measures  taken  or 
proposed  to  remedy  some  of  the  defects  anci  the  results  of 
examination  of  samples  of  water  during  the  year. 
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1.  Source  of  Supply. — Cogra,  Parish  of  Lamplugh. 

Population  Served — 4,500. 

Improvements  effected — Nil. 

Outstanding  defects — Trunk  and  Distributive  mains 
heavily  incrusted. 

2.  Source  of  Supply. — Meadley,  Parish  of  Tnnerdale  and 

Kinniside. 

Population  Served — 6,500. 

Improvements  effected — New  6in,  main  from  Wath 
Brow  to  the  Flosh. 

Outstanding  defects — Filtration  unsatisfactory.  Several 
lengths  of  distributive  mains  require  scraping. 

Bacteriological  Reports  on  Water — 3 samples  fairly 
satisfactory. 

3.  Source  of  Supply. — Wormgill,  Parish  of  Ennerdale  and 

Kinniside. 

Population  Served — 8,000. 

Improvements  effected — Nil. 

Outstanding  defects — Damaged  Intake  Works  at  Worm- 
gill.  No  record  of  water  taken  from  this  source. 
Storage  reservoirs  (total  capacity  2,000,000 
gallons  approx,  or  6 days)  insufficient  for  area 
now  supplied. 

Bacteriological  Reports  on  Water — 5 samples  all  satis- 
factory. 

4.  Source  of  Supply. — Coldfell,  Parish  of  Ennerdale  and 

Kinniside. 

The  supply  from  this  source  is  considered  unsatisfactory 
and  is  only  used  in  emergency. 

5.  Source  of  Supply. — Hollow  Moor,  Parish  of  Gosforth. 

Population  Served — 1,000. 

Improvements  effected — Nil. 

Outstanding  defects — Distributive  mains  require 

scraping. 

Bacteriological  Reports  on  Water — 2 samples  fairly 
satisfactory. 

6.  Source  of  Supply. — The  High,  Parish  of  Moresby. 

Population  Served — 150. 

Improvements  effected — Nil. 

Outstanding  defects — Supply  inadequate  in  dry  weather. 

Bacteriological  Report  on  Water— i sample  satisfactory. 
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7.  Source  of  Supply. — Lamb  Hill,  Parish  of  Moresby. 

Population  Served — i , 800 . 

Improvements  effected — -Nil. 

Outstanding  defects — Supply  inadequate  in  dry 

weather. 

Analysts’  Reports  on  Water — Nil. 

The  scheme  for  supplying  the  Parish  of  Moresby  including 
the  areas  at  present  supplied  from  the  sources  Nos.  6 and  7 
referred  to  in  my  last  report  has  now  been  sanctioned  and 
(April,  1940)  a tender  has  been  accepted  for  the  execution  of 
the  work. 


The  undertaking  of  the  Harrington  and  Distington  Joint 
Water  Committee,  taking  water  from  Owsen  Fell  in  the  Parish 
of  Lamplugh,  continued  to  supply  the  Parishes  of  Lamplugh, 
Lowca  and  Distington  in  the  Rural  District. 

The  Joint  Water  Committee  were  reported  to  be  obtaining 
tenders  for  the  installation  of  a chemical  and  chlorination 
plant. 

A report  upon  the  bacteriological  examination  of  this 
water  was  unsatisfactory. 


Of  the  two  Water  Schemes  in  hand,  the  present  position 
is:  — 


Parish 

Cleator  Moor 
(New  Mains) 
Moresby  (Mains  and 
Service  Reservoir) 


Date  of 

Commencement . 


Date  of 
Completion. 


11/1/39  19/2/39 

Tender  accepted 
(1940) 


Drainage  and  Sewerage. 

The  number  of  premises  connected  to  the  new  sewers 
recently  provided  were : — 


No.  of  Premises 

No.  of  Cesspools 

Connected. 

Abolished. 

Parish  of  St.  Bridget’s, 

Beckermet  (Calderbridge) 

23 

2 

Parish  of  Gosforth 

76 

10 

All  new  drainage  including  that  on  housing  schemes  is 
subjected  to  hydraulic  test  before  filling  in. 

Of  the  6 schemes  of  sewerage  and  sewage  disposal  in  hand 
the  present  position  is : — 
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{a)  Deferred  until  after  the  War  (3). 

Schemes  for  the  Parishes  of  Egremont  (Moor  Row 
and  Bigrigg);  St.  Bees;  and  Lbwca,  Distington, 
Moresby,  and  Parton. 

(h)  Approved  (in  sections)  but  work  not  commenced  (2). 

Schemes  for  the  Parish  of  Arlecdon  and  Frizington; 
and  one  scheme  for  the  Parishes  of  St.  Bridget’s, 
Beckermet,  St.  John’s,  Beckermet,  and  Haile. 

(c)  Completed  (but  still  under  maintenance)  (i). 

Weddicar  (Keekle). 

The  sewers  at  Distington  were  extended  to  10  houses  in 
Chapel  Street. 

The  charge  to  the  General  Rate  Fund  for  the  Sewerage 
and  Sewage  Disposal  Maintenance  during  1939  was  £1,559. 

Rivers  and  Streams. 

The  provision  of  sewers  and  the  collection  of  refuse  in 
some  of  the  villages  has  largely  removed  the  cause  of  complaint 
of  pollution  of  streams. 

A tender  for  covering  Skirting  Beck,  Egremont,  was 
accepted  at  the  end  of  the  year  but  the  work  had  not  been 
completed  at  the  end  of  the  year. 

Closet  Accommodation. 

93  privy  middens  and  privy  pail  closets  were  abolished 
and  104  new  water  closets  provided,  in  place  of  these. 

Privies  Abolished  New  W.C/s. 
Gosforth  72  82 

Calderbridge  21  22 

Public  Conveniences. 

No  new  conveniences  were  provided. 

Public  Cleansing. 

{a)  Refuse  Collection. 

The  Council  now  caiTy  out  a weekly  collection  of  refuse 
in  15  Parishes  (or  parts  thereof)  by  their  own  workmen  using 
two  Petrol  refuse  vehicles,  the  Parish  of  Gosforth  having  been 
included  during  the  year  in  this  scheme.  Certain  outlying 
hamlets  are  scavenged  by  part  time  contractors  who  provide 
their  own  carts. 

At  468  houses  sanitary  dustbins  were  provided  in  place  of 
buckets  and  similar  unsatisfactory  receptacles. 
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(b)  Refuse  Disposal. 

The  refuse  continues  to  be  disposed  of  by  bulk  tipping 
to  disused  quarries  and  subsided  areas  and  whilst  this  is  not 
wholly  satisfactory  the  various  tips  have  been  better  main- 
tained. 

(c)  Street  Cleansing. 

This  work  is  carried  out  by  the  County  Highway 
Authority. 

{d)  Cost  of  Public  Cleansing. 

The  Rural  Council’s  expenditure  on  public  cleansing 
during  the  year  ending  31st  March,  1939,  was:  — 

Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal  ...  ...£2,472  7 2 

Street  Cleansing  (Parishes  of  Arlecdon 
and  Frizington,  Cleator  Moor,  and 
Egremont)  £505  8 9 

Sanitary  Inspection  of  the  Area. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  inspections  carried  out 
under  the  Public  Health  and  other  Acts  relating  to  Public 
Health  matters  in  the  district  during  the  year  1939. 

Visits  to  premises  generally  ...  ...  ...  ...6,896 

,,  ,,  private  slaughterhouses  ...  ...  ...2,213 

,,  ,,  dairies  and  cowsheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  271 

,,  ,,  premises  where  food  is  sold,  etc.  ...  ...  225 

,,  ,,  houses  under  the  Housing  Acts  .. . ...  ...1,359 

,,  ,,  houses  under  the  Public  Health  Acts  ...  ...  942 

,,  ,,  cases  of  infectious  disease  ...  ...  ...  63 

, , , , cases  of  Tuberculosis  ...  ...  ...  ...  54 

,,  ,,  Factories  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  ,,  investigation  of  water  supplies  ...  ...  ...  35 

,,  ,,  Bakehouses  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 

,,  ,,  investigation  under  Rats  and  Mice 

Destruction  Act  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

,,  ,,  drain  testing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  344 

,,  ,,  schools  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  42 

,,  ,,  overcrowding  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  107 

,,  re  cleansing  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  95 

,,  re  conversion  of  privies  to  water  carriage  system  133 
,,  re  sewage  disposal  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

,,  re  Rivers  Pollution  Prevention  ...  ...  ...  4 

,,  re  miscellaneous  inspections  ...  ...  ...  133 

,,  re  Shops’  Act  52 

,,  re  tents,  vans,  sheds  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

,,  to  marine  stores  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

,,  ,,  evacuees  billets  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  476 
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In  connection  with  the  above  visits  the  following  action 


was  necessary : — 

Informal  notices  served 



...  467 

Informal  notices  complied  with 

...  ... 

...  421 

Nuisances. 

Found 

Abated 

Choked  drains 

...  15 

15 

Offensive  accumulations 

...  8 

8 

Dirty  slaughterhouses 

•••  3 

3 

Houses  with  insufficient  ashpit 
accommodation 

...  619 

468 

Dirty  food  premises  and  fittings 

2 

2 

Unsatisfactory  food  premises 

I 

I 

Choked  and  defective  eaves  gutters 

•••  3 

2 

Choked  sewers 

2 

2 

Damp  dwelling  houses 

•••  5 

4 

Defective  water  closets 

...  10 

10 

Unsatisfactory  marine  stores 

I 

I 

Animals  kept  so  as  to  be  a nuisance 

2 

I 

Insufficient  water  supply 

...  4 

3 

Waste  of  water 

I 

I 

Defective  yard  paving 

...  13 

12 

Defective  water  closets  fittings 

•••  5 

4 

Insufficient  drainage 

•••  5 

4 

Defective  drainage 

I 

0 

700  541 


89  houses  were  disinfected  after  infectious  disease. 

Shops. 

During  the  year  52  visits  were  paid  to  shops.  No  contra- 
ventions of  the  Shops’  Act  were  recorded. 


Camping  Sites. 


1.  The  number  of  sites  in  the  area  which 
were  used  for  camping  purposes  during 

^939  * • • • ■ * • • • • • • * • • 

2.  The  number  of  camping  sites  in  respect 
of  which  licences  have  been  issued  by 
the  local  authority  under  Section  269 
of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936 

3.  The  estimated  maximum  number  of 
campers  resident  in  the  area  at  one  time 
during  the  year’s  summer  season,  1939 


5 


2 


Not  known 
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Smoke  Abatement. 

Informal  action  was  taken  regarding  the  frequent  emission 
of  black  smoke  at  Lowca  but  so  far  without  effective  result. 

Swimming  Baths. 

The  swimming  pool  under  St.  Bees  Head  is  the  only 
example  in  the  district. 

Eradication  of  Bed  Bugs. 

Five  houses  were  disinfested  and  the  furniture  of  all 
tenants  moved  to  the  new  Housing  Estates  at  Cleator  Moor 
and  Parton.  The  cost  of  this  work  was  £330. 


Condition  of  Schools 


In  my  report  for  1938  I reported  upon  the  sanitary  con- 
dition of  30  elementary  schools  in  the  Rural  District. 

At  6 schools  improvements  have  been  effected  as  follows : 


School. 

Lamplugh  Parochial 
Dyon  Council 

Distington  Council 

Cleator  St.  Mary's 
Moor  Row 


St.  Bees 


Nature  of  Improvements. 

Erection  of  a new  boys'  cloakroom. 

One  water  closet  pedestal  renewed. 
Water  supply  improved. 

Two  water  closet  pedestals  renewed. 
Boys'  urinal  repaired. 

Boys’  urinal  repaired. 

The  sanitary  conveniences  at  this 
school  have  been  renewed.  Four 
water  closets  and  a urinal  are  pro- 
vided for  the  use  of  the  infants. 
Eight  water  closets  are  provided 
for  the  use  of  the  girls.  These 
are  situate  in  one  building,  which  has 
been  newly  lighted  and  ventilated. 

The  insufficient  water  supply  has 
now  been  remedied. 
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D.— HOUSING. 


I. — Inspection  of  Dwelling-houses  During  the  Year. 

(1)  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected 

for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or 
Housing  Acts)  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i,202 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  ...  ...  ...  1,770 

(2)  {a)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (included  under 

sub-head  (i)  above)  which  were  inspected 
and  recorded  under  the  Housing  Consolidated 
Regulations,  1925  and  1932  ...  ...  ...  286 

(6)  Number  of  inspections  made 902 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to 

be  unfit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  199 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of 

those  referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub- 
head) found  not  to  be  in  all  respects  reason- 
ably fit  for  human  habitation  ...  ...  64 

2. — Remedy  of  Defects  During  the  Year  Without 
Service  of  Formal  Notices. 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local 
Authority  or  their  Officers  ...  ...  ...  34 


3. — Action  Under  Statutory  Powers  During  the  Year. 

(a)  Proceedings  under  Sections  9,  10,  and  16  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ...  8 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  which  were  ren- 
dered fit  after  service  of  formal  notices 

{a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

(h)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  nil 

(b)  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  24 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a)  By  owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  20 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of 

owners  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 
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(c)  Proceedings  under  Sections  ii  and  13  of  the  Housing 

Act,  1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  nil 

(d)  Proceedings  under  Section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 

1936:  — 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground 

rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were 
made  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  nil 

(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  under- 

ground rooms  in  respect  of  which  Closing 
Orders  were  determined,  the  tenement  or  room 
having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  ...  nil 


4. — Housing  Act,  1936. — Part  IV.  Overcrowding. 

{a)  (i)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  overcrowded  at 

the  end  of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  19 

(2)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ...  ...  19 

(3)  Number  of  persons  dwelling  therein  ...  129J 

(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  re- 
ported during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  i 

(c)  (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  15 

(2)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases  83 


Of  the  fifteen  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  during  the 
year  ten  cases  were  relieved  by  re-housing  under  the  Slum 
Clearance  programme,  three  by  deaths  and  removals  of  in- 
dividuals of  the  families  and  two  by  the  family  obtaining  suit- 
able alternative  accommodation  without  action  on  the  part  of 
the  Council. 


{d)  No  cases  came  to  notice  of  dwelling-houses  again 

becoming  overcrowded  after  previous  overcrowding 
had  been  relieved. 

No  scheme  has  so  far  been  formulated  for  the  provision 
of  housing  accommodation  to  relieve  overcrowding. 


IMPROVEMENTS  CARRIED  OUT  UNDER  THE 
HOUSING  AND  PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACTS. 

New  eaves  or  R.W.F.P.  provided  or  repaired  ...  ...  3 

Roofs  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

New  sinks  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  29 
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Yards  repaved  and  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  78 

External  walls  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Baths  installed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Privy  middens  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  31 

Cesspools  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  10 

Pail  closets  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  62 

Houses  re-drained  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  97 

Open  ashpits  abolished  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Drainage  improved  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Water  supplies  provided  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  13 

Living  Rooms. 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  16 

Fireplaces  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Window  frames  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Dampness  prevented  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Plasterwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  9 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  8 

Other  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Sleeping  Rooms. 

Dampness  prevented  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  8 

Plasterwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  14 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  i 

Windows  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  5 

Staircases  repaired  and  handrails  provided  ...  ...  3 

Lighting  and  ventilation  improved  ...  ...  ...  8 

Sculleries. 

Plasterwork  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  6 

Sink  waste  pipes  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Floors  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Water  closets  repaired  or  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ii 

Water  closet  structures  repaired  ...  ...  ...  ...  7 

New  sculleries  built  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Boilers  renewed  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  3 

Other  defects  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 


Housing  Act,  1936.  Part  HI. 

The  Ministry's  inquiry  on  the  appeals  in  connection  with 
thirty- two  clearance  orders  in  the  parishes  of  Parton,  Moresby, 
Distington,  Lamplugh,  and  Beckermet  was  held  in  May.  Con- 
firmation of  the  orders  was  withheld  owing  to  the  outbreak  of 
war. 

Re-housing. 

During  the  year  129  families  comprising  451  persons  were 
re-housed  from  7 clearance  areas  in  the  parish  of  Parton  and 
3 areas  in  Cleator  Moor. 
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E— INSPECTION  AND  SUPERVISION  OF  FOOD. 


{a)  Milk  Supply. 

There  are  373  registered  producers  in  the  district  of  whom 
twenty-nine  produce  designated  milk,  viz. : — 

Tuberculin  Tested  5 

Accredited  24 

Ordinary 344 

Three  hundred  and  seventy-six  persons  are  registered  as 
milk  purveyors,  viz.:  — 

Retail  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  209 

Wholesale  only  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...  163 

Wholesale  and  retail  ...  ...  ...  ...  4 

Three  of  the  retailers  are  not  producers. 

The  number  of  registered  premises  is  373  and  during  the 
year  271  visits  were  paid  to  these,  and  in  consequence  of 
informal  action  16  existing  premises  were  brought  up  to  a 
satisfactory  standard  during  the  year,  and  one  new  cowshed 
was  built. 


Sampling. 

During  the  year  the  scheme  for  co-operation  with  the 
County  Authorities  in  regard  to  taking  samples  was  con- 
tinued. The  Sanitary  Inspectors  take  all  the  samples,  and  the 
cost  is  shared  between  the  two  Authorities. 

A report  of  the  findings  is  sent  to  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health,  and  also  to  the  County  Veterinary  Officer.  The 
officials  of  the  local  authority  deal  with  matters  pertaining  to 
buildings,  cleanliness,  etc.,  whilst  matters  involving  the  health 
of  the  animals  are  dealt  with  by  the  County  Veterinary 
Department. 
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During  the  year  273  samples  were  taken  and  submitted  for 
examination.  These  are  shown  according  to  grade  of  milk, 
result,  and  number  of  producers  concerned : — 


SA  TISFACTORY.  UNSA  TISFACTORY. 


Grade.  Producers.  Samples. 


Tuberculin  Tested  5 27 

Accredited  •••25  60 

Ungraded  •••39  58 

Pasteurised  . . . i 2 


Producers.  Samples. 

3 8 

20  37 

49  81 


The  standard  taken  as  satisfactory  in  graded  milks  is  that 
fixed  by  the  Regulations,  and  for  ordinary  milks  for  which  no 
standard  is  fixed,  the  standard  taken  is  that  for  Accredited 
milk.  This  is  a standard  that  can  be  maintained  by  reasonable 
care  and  cleanliness.  The  public  has  a right  to  expect  this 
standard  and  it  should  be  made  compulsory. 

Evidence  of  the  presence  of  tubercle  bacilli  was  found  in 
two  cases,  and  these  were  dealt  with  by  the  County  Veterinary 
Staff. 


(6)  Meat  and  Slaughterhouses. 

There  are  21  slaughterhouses  in  the  district,  of  which  8 are 
registered  premises  and  13  licensed  premises. 

2,213  visits  were  paid  to  the  slaughterhouses  during  the 
year,  and  on  the  whole  they  were  found  to  be  generally  well 
conducted  as  far  as  the  condition  of  the  premises  allowed. 

By  the  close  of  the  year  19  applications  had  been  received 
for  licences  under  the  appropriate  section  of  the  Food  and 
Drugs  Act,  1938,  and  the  question  of  licensing  was  receiving 
very  careful  consideration  since  a large  proportion  of  the  pre- 
mises fall  short  of  the  modern  conception  of  what  is  required 
for  such  a- purpose. 
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The  number  of  carcases  condemned  in  whole  or  part  are 
shown  in  the  following  table : — 

Carcases  Inspected  and  Condemned. 


Cattle 

ex- 

cluding 

Cows 

Cows 

Calves 

Sheep 

Pigs 

Number  killed  (if  known) 

Not 

known 

Number  inspected 

1,408 

265 

24 

3,277 

1,192 

All  Diseases  Except 
Tuberculosis 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was 
condemned  

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
disease  other  than 
Tuberculosis  

4 

2 

1 

225 

44 

_ 

12 

14 

15.98 

16.6 

16.66 

.43 

1.25 

Tuberculosis  only. 

Whole  carcases  condemned 

Carcases  of  which  some 
part  or  organ  was  con- 
demned   

Percentage  of  the  number 
inspected  affected  with 
Tuberculosis  

3 

2 

1 

54 

26 



- 

22 

4.04 

10.51 

— 

— 

1.93 

MEAT  INSPECTION. 

The  following  shows  in  tabular  form  diseases  found  other 
than  Tuberculosis  and  the  amount  of  meat  affected  and  de- 
stroyed. 

Tons.  Cwts.  Qrs.  Lbs. 
Distomatosis  ...  ...  ...  i 6 3 20 

Abscesses  ...  ...  ...  • • • — — 3 ^4 

Decomposition  ...  ...  ...  — 2 2 5 
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Cirrhosis 

•••  — — 3 

22 

Cavernous  Angeoma  ... 

— — I 

0 

Pericarditis 

. . , 

4 

Hydatid  Cysts 

— — 2 

24 

Fatty  Degeneration  ... 

— — I 

0 

Immaturity 

— — — 

25 

Moribund 

— — 2 

0 

Bruising 

— — I 

2 

Blood  Extra vasion 

. . . — — — 

10 

Pleurisy 

— — I 

6 

Emaciation 

— — I 

2 

Peritonitis 

— — 2 

0 

Emphysema 

— — • — 

I 

Dropsy 

— — I 

2 

Fatty  Infiltration 

— — I 

0 

General  Fever 

— — 2 

0 

Foetal  Calves 

— — 2 

24 

I l6  I 21 


Slaughter  of  Animals  Act. 

Inspections  were  made  under  the  above  Act,  but  no  con- 
traventions were  found. 

Other  Foods. 

During  the  year  frequent  visits  have  been  paid  to  all 
premises  where  food  is  prepared  for  sale,  stored  or  sold  and 
in  only  one  case  was  it  found  necessary  to  serve  informal 
notices  regarding  the  cleanliness  of  a store. 

At  the  close  of  the  year  twenty  applications  had  been 
received  for  registration  under  the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  in 
respect  of  premises  used  for  the  sale,  or  the  manufacture  for  the 
purpose  of  sale,  of  ice  cream,  or  the  storage  of  ice  cream  in- 
tended for  sale,  and  forty-three  in  respect  of  premises  used  for 
the  preparation  or  manufacture  of  sausages  or  potted,  pressed, 
pickled  or  preserved  food  intended  for  sale. 

Of  these,  four  shops  were  granted  registration  to  sell  and 
one  to  manufacture  or  sell  ice  cream,  and  one  to  manufacture 
sausages  and  potted  meats.  The  remaining  applications  were 
in  respect  of  unsatisfactory  premises  and  were  still  under 
consideration  of  the  Council  at  the  close  of  the  year. 
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F.— PREVALENCE  OF,  AND  CONTROL  OVER, 
INFECTIOUS  AND  OTHER  DISEASES. 

I. — Notifiable  Diseases  other  than  Tuberculosis. 

The  number  of  cases  of  infectious  disease,  other  than 
Tuberculosis,  notified  during  1939  are  shown  by  age, 
admission  to  hospital,  and  deaths  in  the  accompanying 
Table : — 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES  DURING  THE  YEAR. 
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' — 4 Cases  Notified  from  Hospital,  1 Case  Admitted  to  Hospital. 
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Scarlet  Fever. 

Fifty  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  during  the  year, 
a decrease  of  i8  cases  as  compared  with  the  previous  year. 
The  Attack  Rate  was  1.89  per  1,000  of  population. 

Seventeen  of  the  cases  were  admitted  to  Galemire  Hospital. 
They  were  generally  of  a mild  type  and  there  were  no  com- 
plications or  deaths.  The  principle  of  retaining  Scarlet  Fever 
cases  at  home,  unless  there  are  special  considerations,  clinical 
or  otherwise,  is  now  almost  generally  accepted  and  has  resulted 
in  a considerable  saving  of  hospital  accommodation  without 
increasing  the  incidence  of  this  disease. 

Diphtheria. 

Six  cases  were  notified  during  the  year,  the  Attack  Rate 
per  1,000  of  population  being  0,23.  Actually  seven  cases  were 
removed  to  Hospital  as  cases  of  Diphtheria  or  suspected 
Diphtheria  and  the  diagnosis  was  confirmed  clinically  and 
bacteriologically  in  six.  There  was  no  death  from  this  disease. 

It  is  most  gratifying  to  be  able  to  record  that  the  very 
great  improvement  in  regard  to  Diphtheria  noted  in  last  year’s 
report  has  been  maintained,  for  which,  there  is  not  much 
doubt,  the  policy  of  immunisation  is  largely  responsible.  It 
is,  however,  equally  disturbing  to  find  that  the  number  im- 
munised last  year  was  100  less  than  in  the  previous  year,  and 
that  the  total  percentage  of  immunised  children  on  the  school 
registers  at  the  close  of  the  year  was  one  less,  showing  that  the 
number  of  immunised  was  not  quite  sufficient  to  maintain  the 
position  we  had  already  attained. 

The  scheme  is  a purely  voluntary  one  and  in  no  case  is 
immunisation  carried  out  without  the  signed  consent  of  the 
parent  or  guardian.  • 

It  cannot  be  too  strongly  deplored,  therefore,  that  parents 
are  evidently  beginning  to  show  less  concern  for  the  protection 
of  their  children  now  that  the  danger  from  this  disease  appears, 
for  the  time  being,  to  be  less  imminent,  and  one  would  appeal 
most  earnestly  to  them  to  have,  more  especially,  their  younger 
children  protected  against  this  dangerous  but  preventible 
disease.  It  is  only  by  maintaining  a high  percentage  of  im- 
munised children  that  the  present  degree  of  freedom  from  this 
disease  can  be  ensured. 

During  the  year,  377  children  were  immunised  under  the 
Local  Authority’s  Scheme,  making  a total  of  2,726  by  the 
Council’s  Officers  since  their  scheme  was  put  into  operation  in 
1936,  in  addition  to  inoculations  that  had  been  carried  out  in 
the  area  at  various  times  by  Officers  of  the  County  Council  in 
connection  with  their  Summer  Camp  Scheme. 
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The  method  employed  was  the  'Two-shot”  method  using 
A.P.T.  (Parke  Davis  & Co.)  at  intervals  of  not  less  than  one 
month. 

The  table  that  follows  shows  the  position  with  regard  to 
inoculation  in  all  schools  in  the  area.  From  this  it  can  be 
seen  that  67%  of  the  total  school  population  on  the  registers 
at  the  close  of  1939  had  been  immunised,  and  that  the  propor- 
tion in  different  schools  ranges  between  such  widely  varying 
limits  as  18  to  98%. 


SCHOOL 


Cleator  Moor  Montreal  B'oys. 

do. 

do.  Girls. 

do. 

do.  Infants. 

do. 

St.  Patrick's  Boys. 

do. 

do.  Girls. 

do. 

do.  Infants. 

Frizington 

St.  Joseph  R.C. 

do. 

Council. 

do. 

St  Pauls 

Arlecdon  Council. 

Lamplugh 

Parochial. 

do. 

Council. 

Lowca  Council. 

Parton  Boys. 

do.  Girls  and  Infants. 
Moresby  Council. 

Dyon  Council. 

Distington  Mixed. 

do.  Infants. 

Cleator  St.  Mary's. 

do.  Council. 

Thornhill. 

Moor  Row. 

Egremont  Gentral. 
do.  St.  Bridgets, 
do.  Bookwell  Boys, 
do.  do.  Infants. 

Keekle  Terrace. 

Ennerdale. 

Haile. 

St.  Bees. 

Calderbridge. 

Gosforth. 

Bigrigg. 

Beckermet  C.  of  E, 


iS'o.  in- 
oculated 
by  L.A. 

1959 

]No.  on 
Register 
end  01 
1959 

No  im- 
munised 
end  of 
1959t 

Percent- 
age im- 
munised 

6 

140 

96 

69 

3 

103 

69 

67 

13 

75 

10 

13 

15 

157 

153 

97 

1 

147 

144 

98 

22 

105 

33 

31 

6 

127 

102 

80 

19 

176 

130 

74 

15 

170 

106 

62 

22 

194 

111 

57 

3 

47 

20 

43 

7 

37 

30 

81 

14 

150 

112 

75 

1 

88 

75 

85 

12 

142 

101 

71 

19 

159 

114 

72 

12 

91 

55 

60 

6 

108 

67 

62 

14 

60 

29 

48 

10 

95 

68 

72 

15 

215 

100 

47 

18 

123 

93 

76 

21 

181 

89 

49 

1 

204 

170 

83 

4 

103 

77 

75 

2 

208 

173 

83 

42 

125 

53 

42 

8 

33 

23 

70 

6 

34 

6 

18 

1 

25 

9 

36 

2 

71 

53 

75 

7 

42 

25 

60 

21 

114 

87 

76 

3 

73 

35 

48 

6 

44 

23 

52 

377 

3966 

2641 

67 

t This  number  includes  all  who  have  been  immunised  at  any  time 
under  both  County  and  Local  arrangements. 
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Enteric  Fever. 

One  case  of  Enteric  Fever  was  notified.  The  case  was 
nursed  at  home  and  made  an  uneventful  recovery.  There 
were  no  secondary  cases.  Investigation  led  to  the  presumption 
that  the  infection  had  been  contracted  in  another  district.  The 
details  were  reported  to  the  Medical  Officer  of  Health  of  the 
district  concerned  and  investigation  there  led  to  the  discovery 
of  a carrier  amongst  the  domestic  staff  of  the  household  in 
which  the  patient  had  been  staying. 

Puerperal  Pyrexia. 

Nine  cases  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  were  notified  during  the 
year.  Four  of  these  were  notified  from  Whitehaven  Hospital, 
the  confinements  having  taken  place  there.  One  of  the  other 
cases  was  admitted  to  Hospital. 

Ophthalmia  Neonatorum. 

Four  cases  were  notified.  All  were  born  at  home,  and 
three  were  sent  to  the  City  General  Hospital,  Carlisle,  under 
County  arrangements  for  treatment. 

Pneumonia. 

Thirty-nine  cases  of  Acute,  Primary  or  Influenzal 
Pneumonia  were  notified. 

Erysipelas. 

Ten  cases  were  notified. 

*Measles. 

One  hundred  and  thirty-one  cases  were  notified. 

*Whooping  Cough. 

Twenty-eight  cases  were  notified. 

*Notifiable  from  ist  November,  1939. 


Galemire  Fever  Hospital. 

Galemire  Hospital,  belonging  to  the  Ennerdale  Rural  Dis- 
trict Council,  continued  to  be  used  jointly  for  cases  of  infec- 
tious disease  from  the  Ennerdale  Rural  District  and  from 
Whitehaven  Borough.  Cases  are  also  admitted  from  the 
Millom  Rural  District,  if  accommodation  is  available. 

The  work  of  the  Hospital  was  considerably  less  as  com- 
pared with  the  previous  year  only  about  half  the  number  of 
cases  being  admitted. 
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Diplitlieria. 

Scarlet 

Fever. 

other  Cases 

Total. 

In  Hospital 

Jan.  1,  1939  ... 

— 

3 

— 

3 

Admitted  1939 

10 

43 

5 

58 

Discharged  1939 

5 

45 

5 

55 

Died  

— 

— 

— 

— 

In  Hospital 

Jan.  1,  1940 

5 

1 

— 

6 

At  the  close  of  1938  there  were  3 cases  in  Hospital,  all  of 
Scarlet  Fever — two  belonging  to  the  Ennerdale  Rural  District 
and  one  to  Whitehaven. 


During  1939  a total  of  58  cases  were  admitted  as  follows : 

Ennerdale  Millom 

Rural  District.  Whitehaven.  Rural  District.  TtL 


Diphtheria 

6 

4 

— 

10 

Scarlet  Fever 

18 

22 

3 

43 

Other  Cases 

2 

3 

5 

26 

29 

3 

The  '‘other  cases”  included  cases  sent  in  as  Diphtheria  in 
which  the  diagnosis  was  not  confirmed,  e.g..  Quinsy,  etc.,  and 
also  a case  of  Puerperal  Pyrexia  sent  in  as  Scarlet  Fever. 

Fifty-five  cases  were  discharged,  leaving  six  cases  in  Hos- 
pital at  the  close  of  1939,  viz. : four  cases  of  Diphtheria  and 
one  of  Scarlet  Fever  belonging  to  the  Rural  District  and  one  of 
Diphtheria  belonging  to  the  Borough. 

A noticeable  feature  was  the  small  number  of  Diphtheria 
cases.  Of  those  confirmed  clinically  and  bacteriological^ 
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only  one  of  these  was  a school  child  and  this  child  had  not  been 
immunised. 

Patient  Days. 


The  Patient  Days  for  all  cases  were  as  follows : — 

Whitehaven.  Ennerdale.  Millom.  Total. 


Diphtheria 

83 

176 

— 

259 

Scarlet  Fever 

578 

498 

112 

1,188 

Other  Cases 

58 

17 

— 

75 

719 

691 

112 

1,522 

The  average 

duration  of  treatment 

of  cases 

discharged 

during  1939  was : 

— 

Diphtheria  (5  cases) 

28 

days 

Scarlet  Fever  (45  cases)  29  ,, 

Other  Cases  (5)  12  ,, 

II. — Cancer. 

There  were  36  deaths  from  Cancer  during  1939 — 16  males 
and  20  females — giving  a Mortality  Rate  of  1.4  per  1,000  of 
population  compared  with  1.7,  the  rate  for  the  country  as  a 
whole. 


Deaths  from  this 

disease 

were  four  fewer  than 

in  the 

previous  year. 

The  sites  of  the  lesions  in  the  two  groups  were  as  follows : 

Males. 

Females. 

Lip 

...  I 

Tongue 

...  I 

Stomach 

...  6 

Oesophagus 

...  I 

Pancreas 

...  I 

Stomach 

...  7 

Colon 

•••  3 

Colon 

...  4 

Rectum 

•••  3 

Uterus 

...  I 

Bladder 

...  I 

Breast 

•••  5 

Lung 

•••  3 

Mediastinum 

...  I 

16 

20 

35 


The  average  age  at  death  of  all  cases  was  63 — for  males 
62  and  for  females  64. 

HI. — {a)  Prevention  of  Blindness. 

No  action  w^as  taken  under  Section  176  of  the  Public 
Health  Act,  1936. 

(b)  Public  Health  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis) 
Regulations,  1925. 

By  the  Regulations  the  Local  Authority  can  prevent  any- 
one suffering  from  Tuberculosis  of  the  respiratory  tract  and  in 
an  infectious  state  from  being  employed  in  connection  with  a 
dairy  or  the  handling  of  milk  or  vessels  for  containing  milk. 
The  Regulations  also  forbid  anyone  knowing  he  is  suffering 
from  Tuberculosis  from  undertaking  such  employment.  No 
action  was  necessary  under  these  Regulations.  Nor  was  any 
action  taken  under  Section  62  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1925, 
or  Section  172  of  the  Public  Health  Act,  1936,  which  empowers 
a Court  of  Summary  Jurisdiction,  on  the  application  of  the 
Local  Authority,  to  make  an  order  for  the  removal  to,  and 
detention  in,  hospital  of  persons  suffering  from  Tuberculosis 
who  are  in  an  infectious  state  and  dangerous  to  the  public 
health. 
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IV.— TUBERCULOSIS. 

The  following  Table  shows  the  new  cases  and  mortality 
for  the  District  during  1939 : — 


Age 

Periods. 

New  Cases. 

Deaths. 

Respiratory. 

N on-Respiratory. 

Respiratory. 

N on-Respiratory. 

Male 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

Male. 

Female. 

0—  1 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1—  5 

0 

0 

2 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

5—10 

2 

3 

1 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

10—15 

2 

3 

0 

0 

0 

1 

0 

1 

15—20 

3 

4 

2 

3 

0 

3 

1 

1 

20—25 

0 

4 

0 

0 

2 

3 

0 

0 

25—35 

3 

3 

0 

2 

5 

1 

0 

0 

35—45 

5 

2 

1 

0 

1 

3 

1 

0 

45—55 

1 

0 

0 

0 

4 

1 

0 

0 

55—65 

4 

1 

0 

0 

1 

0 

0 

0 

65  and 
upwards 

0 

0 

0 

0 

1 

1 

0 

0 

Total 

20 

20 

6 

5 

14 

13 

4 

2 

New  cases  numbered  51,  40  respirator}^  and  ii  non- 
respiratory.  This  shows  a decrease,  compared  with  the  pre- 
vious year,  of  twelve  cases 

Deaths  from  Tuberculosis  numbered  33,  one  more  than 
in  1938. 

The  Death  Rate  per  thousand  of  population  was : — 


Ennerdale  England  and 


R.D. 

Wales, 

Respiratory 

1.02 

0-54 

Non-Respiratory 

0.23 

o.io 

All  Forms 

1-25 

0.64 

The  corresponding 

rates  for  England  and 

Wales  are 

shown  alongside  from  which  it  will  be  seen  that  the  Death  Rate 
from  all  forms  of  Tuberculosis  in  the  district  continues  to  show 
a hgure  nearly  double  that  for  the  country  as  a whole. 

Of  the  deaths,  3 or  9%  were  not  previously  notified  as 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis,  and  in  each  case  a satisfactory 
explanation  was  received. 

The  number  of  cases  belonging  to  the  district  who  received 
Sanatorium  treatment  during  the  year  are  shown  in  the  follow- 
ing Table : — 
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Sanatorium  Treatment. 


In 

Institutiouf 
1st  Jan. 
1939. 

Admitted 

Dis- 

charged. 

Died. 

In 

Institutions 
1st  Jan. 
1940. 

Pulmonary  Cases: 

Men  

5 

13 

8 

3 

7 

Women  

6 

13 

11 

4 

4 

Boys  

4 

1 

— 

3 

Girls  

3 

5 

5 

— 

3 

Non-Pulmonary  Cases: 

Men  

1 

1 

2 

— 

— 

Women  

1 

1 

1 

— 

1 

Boys  

— 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Girls  

2 

— 

— 

1 

1 

Observation  Cases: 

Males 

2 

3 

4 

— 

1 

Females  

2 

2 

2 

— 

2 

Total 

22 

42 

34 

8 

22 

Sanatorium  Treatment. 

The  number  of  cases  on  the  Tuberculosis  Register  at  the 
end  of  1939  was : — 

Respiratory — Males  93 

— Females  93 

Non- Respiratory — Males  28 

— Females  35 


Total 


...  249 


J 


FACTORIES  AND  WORKSHOPS, 
i — Inspection  of  Factories,  Workshops,  and  Workplaces. 


Number  of 


PREMISES. 

(1) 

Inspec- 

tions. 

(2) 

Written 

Notices. 

(3) 

Pros  ecu 
tions. 
(4) 

Factories  with  mechanical  power  

31 

2 

— 

Factories  without  mechanical  power  ... 

27 

— 

— 

tOther  Premises  under  the  Act  (including 
works  of  building  and  engineering  con- 
struction but  not  including  outworkers’ 
premises)  

t Electrical  Stations  should  Total 

be  reckoned  as  factories 

58 

2 

— 

2. — Defects  found  in  Factories,  Workshops  & Workplaces. 


Number  of  Defects. 

Number 

of 

Prosecu- 

tious. 

(5) 

PARTICULARS. 

(1) 

Eouud 

(2) 

Remedied 

(3) 

Referred 
to  H.M. 
Inspector 
(4) 

Want  of  Cleanliness  (S.l)  

2 

2 

Overcrowding  (S.2)  

— 

— 

— 

Unreasonable  Temperature  (S.3) 

— 

— 

— 

- 

Inadequate  Ventilation  (S.4)  



— 

— 

- 

Ineffective  Drainage  of  Floors  (S.6)  ... 

— 

— 

— 

— 

Sanitary  f Insufficient  

Conveniences  ! Unsuitable  or  Defective 

1 



_ — . 

— 

— 



(S.7) (Not  Separate  for  Sexes 

Other  Offences  

(Not  including  offences  relating  to 
Home  Work  or  offences  under  the 
Sections  mentioned  in  the  Schedule 
to  the  Ministry  of  Health  (Factories 

and  Workshops  Transfer  of  Powers) 
Order,  1921,  and  re-enacted  in  the 
Third  Schedule  to  the  Factories 
Act,  1937). 

Total  ... 

3 

2 

— 

— 
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